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Scheduled Events 
 
Jul 5—deadline: 
 upload digital photos for 
 competition by midnight 
 
Jul 8—monthly meeting: 
 Susan Willin demos 
 “Using the Pen Tool” 
 
Jul 23—club outing: fireworks  
 after Cinci Reds game 
 
Aug 12—monthly meeting: 
 “Sunsets & Lightning”  
 with Richard Fox 
 
Sep 9—monthly meeting: 
 Bring non-perishables for  
 food pantry; 
 Lynn Milenkevich shares 
 “Teachings of the   
 Professor  
 (Terry Cavanaugh)” 
 
Oct  14—monthly meeting 
 
 

JULY MEETING IS LIVE, IN PERSON 
7/8/21,  6:45—9:00 pm,  at our usual gathering spot,  
Central Christian Church,  1200 Forrer Blvd, Kettering, OH 

July is the beginning of both our 
program and our fiscal years— 

Dues Are Due.   
Membership 
Basic   $30. 
+ Family  + $10 each 
  additional person 
Charter  $20. 
Earned  free 
Mid-year   $15. 

Pay in person at a meeting or  
print the membership form 
available on the About-Us page 
of the website, 
www.focusphotoclub.com, and 
send with your check to  
 Focus Photo Club 
 P.O. Box 2352 
 Dayton, OH 45401-9795. 

“The Pen Tool Is for Everyone” 
Susan Willin 

 

Susan, our program presenter for the July meeting, says, "Get up 
and running with the Pen Tool! If you have struggled with it in the 
past, have no fear, we’ve all been there. It’s not as difficult as you 
think, and once you learn a few simple techniques, you’ll be on 
your way to making complex selections and cutouts that will make 
your creations come to life!  
 
“Because the pen tool is not intuitive to a novice user, the learning 
curve is steep and it is easy to quit trying. I will concentrate on just 
a few basic concepts that will help you to get started making both 
basic and intricate selections. After the presentation, you will see 
that the pen tool is for everyone!" 
 
Susan is Focus Photo’s most recent past president and three time 
Photographer of the Year. She was also awarded Overall POY for 
Tripod Camera Club in 2019-20  We've seen her meticulous work in 
competition here and in numerous shows in the Dayton area. 
We're delighted that she's willing to provide answers to the 
"How'd you do that" question! 



  July 2021 

Out of Focus        Volume 33 Issue 1      2 

The newsletter, Out of Focus, is pub-
lished monthly to inform members and 
friends of Focus Photo Club about club 
events, club competition,  and other pho-
tography/photographer items of interest.  
Distribution is via email.  A copy is also 
posted on www.focusphotoclub.com. 
 
Do you have news? If you've received  
kudos for your work (a sale, an award, a 
special use of your photos) or you have 
recommendations for local photo events / 
ops, we want to know.   Out of Focus is a 
great place to share information with fel-
low members!   
Do you have corrections to or sugges-
tions for  the newsletter  content? 
Contact pelliott1@woh.rr.com. 

Focus Photo Club meets on the 2nd 
Thursday of the month, July—May,  from 
6:45—9:00 pm  at Central Christian 
Church, 1200 Forrer Blvd, Kettering, OH.  
Guests are welcome 
 

Find Focus Photo Club on the web at 
https://www.focusphotoclub.com, for 
rules and regulations, history of competi-
tion results, images from the most recent 
competition and  links to some members’ 
personal web pages. 
Check Focus Photo Club on Facebook  
for conversations between members, 
timely reminders, and the latest on group 
outings. 
Send mail to Focus Photo Club 
 P.O. Box 2352 
 Dayton, OH 45401-9795 

President’s Corner 
Welcome to the 2021-2022 Club Year and we 
are ‘In Person’ on July 8, 2021, at Central 
Christian Church in Kettering 7:00 pm. Can we 
all take a breath, a ‘sigh of relief…we’re back!! 
 
This is the first edition of the ‘President’s Cor-
ner’. I’m both nervous and overjoyed to have 
the opportunity to lead this outstanding group 
of photographers. We have been a photogra-
phy club since 1989 thanks to Founders Nancy 
Roach (In Memoriam) and Brooke Brandewie (In Memoriam) and to 
our first (Charter) Members: Tim Highley, TJ Highley, Richard Wa-
ters, Tom Entingh, and Maurice Jennings (In Memoriam). 
 
The current Board and I will strive to maintain the club as we have in 
the past and encourage growth in the future. A huge thank you to 
this amazing Board and of course to Susan Willin for her inspiration 
and leadership the last two years. 
 
We don’t have a Program Chair yet* but with the Board’s help, we 
will keep our Programs as well as our Club Adventure to the highest 
level. We are still looking for a couple of programs if anyone can 
make suggestions or volunteer yourself. Please consider the Pro-
gram Chair position again. We could really use your help! 
 
I hope everyone enjoyed the outing at Sunset Ridge Lavender Farm. 
Not only are we a competition photography club but a social one as 
well. We will try to meet at least once a month for an ‘adventure’ 
outside our regular meetings. Our next Club Adventure will be the 
Reds Fireworks Friday on July 23rd. However it will be canceled in the 
case of storms.  More details to come on our Facebook page and 
website.    Continued  P 3 

Executive Board 2021-2022 
President Judy Fellner 
Admin VP Stephen Goldberg 
Competition VP Louise Haws 
Digital Comp VP  
Secretary Kathy Moore 
Treasurer Joyce Willis 
Historian Julie Lucht 
Program Chair Tom Entingh 
Newsletter PR Pat Elliott 
Hospitality Pat McCarthy 
Webmaster Susan Willin 
Site Liaison John Murphy 
Co-founder Nancy Roach (d.) 
Co-founder Brook Brandewie (d.) 

*update: 
Program Chair position filled.  Thank you Tom. 

Remember it’s not necessary to have the job to have 
an inspiration for a program.   Got one?   Chat with a 
board member.  Let the program chair know. 
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Get Out and Shoot Themes 
aka Photo Challenges 

 
2021 
Jul Patriotic 
Aug A Street Scene 
 (Street Photography) 
Sep What Is It?  (Dave Lundy 
 Memorial Tribute) 
Oct Spooky 
Nov Fall Covered Bridges 
Dec Sparkle (Night Lights/  
 Bokeh) 
 
2022 
Jan Shadow Play 
Feb Dynamic Tension 
Mar Sham-Rockin’  
 (All Things Irish / Musical 
 Instruments /  Rocks) 
Apr City  Shapes 
May Park Patterns 
 

Looking for shooting incentives?  We know there are times  when a fresh  subject,  location, or 
gathering is what’s needed to spark our creativity.  Official club outings between meetings help.  What 
else?  The list of Get Out and Shoot Themes was generated for just that purpose.  Meet the challenge 
by posting theme related photos on the group’s Facebook page anytime prior to the associated 
month’s meeting.  If you’d welcome critique,  say so in your post.  Note that this list is not identical to 
or a substitute for competition themes. 
 
Keep an  eye on  Focus Photo’s Facebook page  for info  on “unofficial” photo ops  . . . . 
for instance,  Stan Rohrer mentions 
· Every Friday Night - Beavercreek Cruise-In (cars, trucks, motorcycles). 4pm to dark. Dayton Vineyard 

Church, 4051 Indian Ripple Rd, Beavercreek, OH 45440.  
· Every Saturday Night - Kettering Cruise-In (cars, trucks, motorcycles). 4pm(?) to dark. Shopping cen-

ter parking lot next to Archer's Tavern, 2030 E Dorothy Ln, Kettering, OH 45420.  
· America's Packard Museum has reopened, 420 S Ludlow St, Dayton, OH 45402.  Open daily 12-5. 

 President’s Corner, continued from p 2 
Congratulations to all competition winners of the past two years 
and to our Photographers of the Year: Susan Willin (2020) and to 
our most recent winner, Ned Pennock (2021). Photographer of the 
Year is determined by the final award points from July to May 
meetings. Thankfully we can now hold both Digital and Print cate-
gories in competition again. As a reminder, the Competition is for 
paid members only and competitors must be present (with the ex-
ception of one meeting). 
 
This month’s theme is ‘In Camera Abstract’. A description of a 
theme will not be provided but rather left to the imagination and 
creativity of photographer. What does in camera abstract mean to 
you keeping in mind: Composition, Technique and Impact. Deadline 
for digital competition is Midnight July 5th. Please let me know if 
you need Photo Contest Pro assistance. 
 
The July Program: Our 2017, 2018 & 2020 Photographer of the 
Year, Susan Willin, will be sharing some ‘Techniques for Using the 
Pen Tool’.  August: Richard Fox, 2014 & 2019 Photographer of the 
Year, will present “Sunsets and Lightning Photography’. 
 
I’d love to hear from each of you on what we can improve on and 
what we are doing right and look forward to seeing Focus Photo 
Club ‘through your lens’ this year. We’d love you to join us! 
 
 Sincerely, 
 Judy Fellner 
 Focus Club President 
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Making your first entry for a projected category?  Or  you need a how-to reminder?  There’s an “Enter  Photos 
Here” link on the Competition page of the web site, www.focusphotoclub.com.   
 
We use Photocontestpro.com to submit our digital format pictures. You should have an account created using the email you 
give us approximately two weeks after we receive your membership form.   Moskowitz & Associates, owners of Photocon-
testpro, will email you your credentials.  

Competition Themes 
 

2021 
Jul In Camera Abstract 
Aug Liquid 
Sep Reflection 
Oct Dark and Moody 
Nov Thankful for . . .  
Dec Tis the Season 
 
2022 
Jan Shapes and Patterns 
Feb Backlighting 
Mar Green 
Apr Color Explosion 
May In Bloom   

Focus Photo holds a monthly photo competition for printed 
images and projected digital images.  The optional competition 
theme for the month adds a challenge, or maybe an incentive, for 
the photographers.   1st, 2nd, 3rd, and Honorable Mention places 
are recognized in each category.  Points based on placement level 
are accumulated towards End-of-Year awards.  
 
“Winning” aside, we all benefit from seeing each others’ work.   
Participation is a great opportunity for honing technique, stepping 
outside of usual subject arena, building a critical eye.   
 
A qualified member  (dues must have been paid, the member must 
be present at the meeting*) may enter up to 4 photos per month 
but no more than 2 per category.  Digital entries must be uploaded 
by midnight on the Monday prior to the monthly meeting.   
 
* A member may compete one time per year without being present. 
See complete rules on the Competition page of the web-
site, www.focusphotoclub.com. 
 
 

Avoid disqualification 

 Competition Categories 
Printed Projected  

Open Theme Open Theme 

Color Standard X X X X 

Color 
Unlimited Editing 

X X X X 

Monochrome 
Unlimited  Editing 

X  X  
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2020 –2021 Top Ten* in the race to photographer of the year. 
* Actually 11 this year because of a tied score for 8th place  

For complete lists of annual award recipients by year, see the Competition 
page on the website, www.focusphotoclub.com.  2020-2021 winners are 
also reported in the June 2021 issue of Out of Focus. 

Back row l to r:  Judy Fellner, Holly Smith, Louise Haws, Stephen Goldberg, Sally Oberbeck, 
Richard Fox;  Front row l to r: Stan Rohrer,  Robin Brandewie, Ned Pennock, Kathy Moore.  
Not pictured:  Linda Maden 

From Competition VP 
Welcome new and old members. 
I just want to touch base for those of you that may choose to enter in the print categories. There will be a 
sign-up table and we have forms to sign your work in.  There are five categories and you sign them in for 
each one you choose to enter in.  A sign-up sheet will be on the table and I have made new labels to be put 
on the back of your chosen prints. 
 
Please read the competition rules so that you will be familiar with how most of it is done. The round circle is 
where you put the number from the sign-in sheet that you signed in to and the rest is easy, the only thing 
you don’t put info on is in the square.  That will be added after it is judged,  so you will know your score for 
that print. Please see the sample label below.   
 
[That arrow on the label?  Make sure it's pointing UP when 
you place the label on the back of the print. It's there as an aid 
to the folks holding the print while it's judged. ] 
 
Jump in there and print some of your work and enter!!   
Thank you,  Louise Haws (competition V.P) 


